
:: Important Questions from Open Source :: 

1. What is OSS? 

Ans. Open Source Software means the source code of an OSS is open for all. It can be 

copied, modified and redistributed. It can be offered free with nominal development 

charges. 

 

2. What is Freeware? 

Ans. It generally refers to the software which is available for free of cost. The end user 

has no restrictions on copying or redistribution, but the user cannot modify the 

software, because the source code is not available. 

 

3. What is Shareware? 

Ans. Those software which is made available with the right to redistribution copies. The 

objective of shareware is to make software available to as many users as possible, but 

certain period of license fee is to be paid. 

 

4. Mr. Deepak is confused between the terms domain name and URL. Explain the 

difference with the help of a suitable example. 

Ans. URL Stands for Uniform Resource Locator. It is the complete address of a 

document on the web, whereas a domain name specifies the document’s web server. 

Eg. www.yahoo.com/ - Domain name and the complete address of the file or location. 

 

5. What is FOSS? 

Ans. It stands for Free and Open Source Software which we get free of cost, get copied, 

modified, and redistributed and with the availability of its source code. 

 

6. What is FLOSS? 

Ans. It stands for Free/ Liberal/ Open Source Software it is same as FOSS. 

 

7. What is Open Office? 

Ans. It is Open Source software (Office Suite) for Word Processing, Spreadsheets, 

Presentations, and Databases etc. It is available in many languages. It stores files in 

Open document format (ODF). This Software is free to download and use, no key or 

license is required to run the software. 

 



8. Mr. Shyam is confused between Shareware and Open Source Software. Mention at 

least two points of differences to help him to understand. 

Ans. Shareware: One can download and try shareware for free. But to use it one need 

to buy the software or pay for it. 

b. User can not modify the source code or there is no access to the source code of the 

software also. 

Open Source: Means the source is available to all the potential users, they are free to 

use, modify and redistribute the software and its source code. 

b. Exclusively the source is free to use but services, support, documentation and the 

binary version may be not free. 

 

       9.    What is Proprietary Software? 

Ans. The Source code of the software if not freely available. It is not open source, but it 

is regulated and distributed with the special permission of the supplier or the vendor or 

proprietor. 

 

9. Write the full form of the following. 

1. OSS : Open Source Software 

2. FSF : Free Software Foundation 

3. W3C : World Wide Web Consortium 

4. OSI : Open Source Initiative 

 

10. What is Character Encoding? 

Ans. It is a system consists of a code that associates each character from a given system 

with something else, such as a sequence of natural numbers, binary numbers or 

electrical pulses in order to facilitate the transmission of data through different 

networks. 

 

11. What is Ogg Vorbis? 

Ans. Vorbis is a new audio compression format developed by Xiph Org. It is an Open, 

Patent free, professional software for audio encoding and streaming technology with 

all the benefits of Open Source.   

12.  What is Unicode? 

Ans. It is an industry standard allowing computers to consistently represent and 

manipulate text expressed in most of the world’s writing systems. 

  



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 


